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LOCK ASYLUM 
FOR THE RECEPTION OF 


PENITENT FEMALE PATIENTS, 


# 


WHEN DISCHARGED CURED FROM THE / 


In order to clothe, maintain, protect, and inſtru them, till 
they can be reſtored, either to their Friends, or the Com- 


munity, in a Way of honeſt Induſtry, according to their 


Ability ; 


And if, after their Reſtoration to Society, they be found to 
have behaved well in their reſpective Situations, and are 
nevertheleſs thrown out of Employment, to give them 
ſuch further Protection and Encouragement, as the Cir- 


cumſtances of the Inſtitution will enable the Subſcribers, 


in their Diſcretion to allow. 


With an ABSTRACT of the ACCOUNTS from the 


firſt INSTITUTION to LADbY-Dax, 1796; 


And a LIsr of the BENE FAcTORS and SUBSCRIBERS. 
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ABRIDGED EXTRACTS 


FROM THE 


ORIGINAL PAMPHLET, 


„ WHICH PROPOSED THE 


INSTITUTION. 


Ir is generally allowed, that no perſons are more 
miſerable or miſchievous than thoſe unhappy women, 
who diſgrace our ſtreets, and ſubſilt u>on the wages of 
iniquity. Their occupations, and connections, ſpeedily - 
obliterate every ſentiment of virtue, and familiarize 
them to wickedneſs, until thame and remorſe being 
completely baniſhed, they are prepared for every enor- 
mity. 
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Young women, having been ſeduced, deſerted, and 
baniſhed from their friends, are frequently left without 
other refource than that of entering the receſſes of | 
debauchery ; the general conſequences of which are 
increaſing wickedneſs, a ruined conſtitution, a prema- | 
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ture death, and, as far as we can ſee, everlaſting de- 


ſtruction. 


In the mean time they throng our ſtreets, lie in wait 
for the incautious, and corrupt the riſing generation: 
evil habits are early contracted, ruinous connections 
formed, conſcience and the ſenſe of ſhame ſubdued, and 
our youth trained up to profligacy. Here eſpecially they 
learn extravagance :-. hence they fally forth to make de- 
predations to ſupport the expences of licentious indul- 
gence : and many of theſe unhappy men (whoſe frequent 
executions are the grief of every feeling heart) confeſs, 
that in the company of harlots they were trained up for. 


this fatal end, 


Moreover, when we confider the influence of ſuch 
women on population, and the health of the people ; 
and on the conduct of children to their parents, and 
huſbands to their wives; and that commonly the fedu- 
cers of yirtuous young women (whole conduct is fo 
generally, aad juſtly ex<crated,) are trained up for ſuch 
ſeductions in the company of the licentious : we may 
without exaggeration aſſert, that a common proſtitute 
is an evil in a 3 not diſſimilar to a perſon in- 
fected with the plague ; who, miſerable himſelf, is daily 
communicating the contagion to others, that will pro- 


pagate ſtill wider the fatal malady. 


There is therefore ſcarcely a motive that can influence 
the feeling heart which doth not powerfully urge us to 
attempt ſomething, in order to check the progreſs of 
this enormous evil. Compaſſion for the poor wretches 


themſelves, and love to ſociety, and to our connections 


and relatives, unite with regard to the intereſt of reli- 
gion and morality, in conſtraining us to with that ſome- 


thing 


E | 


ning effectual could be done. In ſuch a caſe, no de- 
gree of ſucceſs ſhould be deſpiſed; a multiplicity of 


expedients, except they interfere with each other, will 


not be found too many; and each may have its peculiar 
uſefulneſs. : 


The Lock Hoſpital having been eſtabliſhed for the 
cure of that diſeaſe, with which it has pleaſed God to 
chaſtiſe this vice, when numbers through poverty could 
obtain no effectual relief; various methods were taken 
to prevent an abuſe of ſuch an inſtitution, and among 
the reſt a plan was formed tor turning the hoſpital into 
a penitentiary, by the religious inſtructions given to the 
patients in their wards, by a miniſter of the eſtabliſhed 
church, while actually ſmarting under the effects of 
their vices: and there is the cleareſt evidence that the 
plan has been in many instances ſucceſsful. 


But whilſt the male patients, when cured, return to 
their former occupations, without any very peculiar 
obſtacle to their reformation, -:;/7 of the women are of 
that claſs whoſe miſery and baletu! influence have been 
noticed; many of them have no method of ſubſiſtence 
but by. proſtitution, and can procure no lodging but in 
a houſe of infamy. Theſe have ſcarcely any alternative, 
but ſtarving or a priſon on one hand, or returning to 
their former practices on the other. Should therefore 
any ſerious impreſſions be made upon them, they would 


need the faith and conſtancy of a martyr, - in ſteadily 


preferring the greateſt hardſhips to a ready relief by fin, 
in the very onſet of a reformation. 


Some few, indeed, have been fetched out of the hoſ. 
pital by their relations, others have been induced to 
return Þ z2ome and have been received. But parents have 

poſitively 
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poſitively efaked to harbour their own children, after 


repeated applications! many have no relations, who 

are in circumſtances to relieve them : and doubtleſs ſome 

Roald gladly enter an Aſylum among ſtrangers, who 
would recoil at the idea of appearing, emaciated by diſ- 


ſeaſe, and covered with infamy, among the companions | 
of more pip! {perous days. 


In orde to do them real good, they ares, if poſſible 
be kept from ever ſeeing or converſing with their former 
abandoned companions: an immediate Aſylum alone can 
promiſe ſucceſs; together with the continuation of thoſe 
inſtructions, which have excited any ſeriouſneſs in their 
minds or remorſe in their. conſciences, that time may 
not be allowed for ſuch impreſſions to wear off; but 
that they may have all the advantages that can be given 
them, for producing an abiding change. 


The ingratitude and ill behaviour, which ſome have 
witneſſed in attempting the reformation of ſuch women, 
diſcourage them; and our minds ſhould be armed to ex- 
pect multiplied inftances of this kind. But if amidit reiter- 
ated diſappointments we be ſucceſsful only in a few inſtances, 
and a very ſmall number be brought to true repentance, 
and a chriſtian converſation, the honour done to the 
goſpel, the benefit accruing to ſociety, and the ſalvation 
of their immortal fouls, will be an abundant compenſa- 
tion: and as ſome of thieſe poor creatures are not more 
than thirteen years of age, and others are but juſt enter- 


ed on this courſe of life, when they begin to feel the 


painful effects, we ſhall not be deemed too fanguine, in 


expecting at leaft thus much ſucceſs. 


THE 
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Tn E foregoing obvious arguments in fayour of this 
inſtitution, together with the outlines of a plan for the 
purpoſe, having been printed and diſperſed ; a reſpec- 
table meeting of Nobility and Gentry was held in con- 
ſequence, at the Board Room of the Lock HosriTar, 
April the 18th, 1787, when the deſign was, unanimouſly 
approved, and a committee formed to arrange and com- 
plete the plan. At other ſubſequent meetings, it was 
reſolved, : 


That the object of this inſtitution be to receive peui- 


tent female patients, when diſcharged cured from the 


Lock Hoſpital. 25 


That the deſign of their being received be, to clothe, 
maintain, and protect them, till they can be reſtored, 
either to their friends or the. community, in a way of in- 
duſtry, according to their ability. 


That if after their reſtoration to ſociety, they be 
found to have behaved well in their reſpective ſituations, 
they ſhall (if thrown out of employment, ) be conſidered 
as entitled to ſuch further continuance, protection, and 


encouragement, as the circumitances of the Inſtitution 


will enable the Subſcribers in their diſcretion to allow. 


That in order to carry this deſign into immediate 


effect, it will be expedient that a houſe near the Lock 


HosP1TAL be hired, and frugally furniſhed for their re- 
ception. 


That a Subſcription be opened, and that Subſcribers 


of Two Guineas per annum or upwards, or Benefactors 
of Twenty Guineas, ſhall have a right to vote at all 
General Meetings; but that ſmaller donations be re- 
cel ved. 


That 


C2 


That a Committee of Twenty-one be choſen ont of 
fach perſons as are governors of the Lock Hoſpital, as 
well as ſubſcribers of two guineas a year, or benefactors 
of twenty guineas to this charity, to meet weekly and 
conduct the general buſineſs of the inſtitution, | 


That there ſhall be held every year, on the laſt Thur 
day, in January, in April, in July, and in October, quar- 
terly general meetings of the ſubſcribers of two guineas 
a year and upwards, and benefactors of twenty guineas; 
for auditing the accounts, and other material buſineſs. 


That an annual general meeting, ſhall be held at the 
fame time with every Lady-day quarterly meeting, on 
the laſt Thurſday in April; when an account of the pro- 
ceedings of the laſt year, together with the receipts and 
expences, ſhall be laid before the ſubſcribers by the com- 
mittee : allo to make ſuch further orders and regulations 
as may be neceſſary. | 


The above reſolutions being pnanimovlly agreed tos 
and a plan formed for the internal management of the in- 
fticution, ſubſcriptions were entered into, two ſmall 
houſes, near the Hoſpital, were hired, fitted up, and 
furniſhed ; ſuitable perſons were engaged, and the new 
charity was opened on Thurſday, July the 5th, under the 
title f THE Lock AsYLUM for the reception of peni- 
e tent female patients cured in the Lock Hoſpital ; there 

'& to be employed, maintained, protected, and inſtructed 
te till they can be reſtored to their friends, or to fociety, 
e in a way of honelt induſtry.” 


An 
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An Abftra? of the Accounts from March the 10 


1798, to the 25th of March, 1796, each incluſive. 
RECEIPTS. 5 
To Balance of Caſh iv Hand, March 25th, 1795 96 9g 1 


To Subſcriptiens and ſmall Donations, received 8 
from March 26th, 1795, to March 25th, 1796 e 
To a Benefaction, from the Earl of Egremont 2414 
To ditto from Henry Thornton, Eſq, — 20 0 0 
To Monies arifing by two Sermons preached in 6 
the Chapel ſor the Benefit of the Charity 3 $0 
To Work done by the Women — — 84 12 7 
Total 1 Ine = 5 
PAYMENTS. 
By Houſekeeping, Waſhing, &c, from March 8 
the 26th, 1795, to March 25th, 1796 FAY 
By Wearing Apparel for the Women — 36 2 
By Wages, Gratuity, and collecting Subſcriptions 59 6 
By Advertiſements, Printing, and Repairs 178 It 
By Stamps, Medicines, and making them up * 
By Rent to Chriſtmas 1795 — — 42 0 
L. 391 © 
Balance of Caſh in Hand 113 3 
Total £. 504 3 
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A G-neral AbPrat of the Accounts from the firſt In- 
flicution of the LOCK-ASYLUM, April 18th, 


1787, !0 the 25th of March 1796, incluſive. 
RECEFE TS: 
. from the fitſt loftitution to March 25 RO 
1709, (including the Sum of F. 323 138 gd 88 OT 
received for Wok done in the Air lum 39 
Ditto from the 26th of March, 1795, to the 28 
of March, 1796, (including 4. 84 128 i) 407 14 4 
received for Work done in the Aſy lum. 


To:al /. $446 8 1 
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PAYMEN TS. 


Paid from the firſt Inſtitution, to March 25th 


— — DRE; 


1 — 


1795 | 
Ditto from the 26th of March, 1795, to the 


25th of March, 1796 — 


— 


11 


2992 4 8 
391 0 4 


TX: 383 c o 
Balance of Caſh in Hand 4. 5 3 


——— — 


Total £. 3496 8 1 


Tradeſmen, &c. at Lady-Day, 1796 


Remains due from the Aſylum to m— 
Caſh in Han 
Deficiency in Caſh this Year L "2 6 


——_S_ 


122 14 4 
113 3 1 


— 


Nevertheleſs there is a conſiderable ſtock of Apparel on hand. 


An Account of the WOMEN received into the 
_ ASYLUM to Lady-day, 1796. 


22 Reſtored to, and remain with their Friends; fome 
of them are Married, and Mothers of Families. 
72 Ditto, placed out in different Services, 


11 Ditto, expelled for ill Behaviour. 


112 Have diſappointed the Expettations of their Bene- 
factors, by eloping from the Houſe, or Services, in 


which they had been placed, 
10 Have died in the Houſe. 


17 Remain in the AzYLum, March 25th, 1796. 


Total 244 


* 


Selek. 


7 11 ] 
Select inſtances of the ſucceſs attending this Inſtitution; 
_ with a further account of ſome particulars relative 


zo the plan on which it is conducted, and the ad- 
vantages derived from it. 


N. B. The additions in Italics were made or 
confirmed Lady-Day, 1796. 


LADY-DAY, 1788. 


One young woman of decent family and preyious 
good character, having been ſeduced, and finding her- 
ſelf both pregnant and diſeaſed, was ſtrongly tempted 
to deſtroy herſelf: and when about leaving the Lock 


Hoſpital, upon ſome new aggravations of her diſtreſs, | 


had actually formed her determination to do fo. This 
appeared in the fixed melancholy upon her countenance, 
which excited attention and compaſſion : but being 
ſpoken to in a friendly manner, and the propoſal being 


made to her of retirement, refuge, and neceſſary provi- 


ſion, ſhe was brought to confeſs and give up her deſpe- 
Tate purpoſe ; and has ever ſince behaved with ſuch de- 
corum, fidelity, and induſtry, as entitle her to the moſt 
entire confidence in a ſituation, in which ſhe is enabled 
to ſupport both herſelf, and the child of which ſhe has 


ſince become the mother. -T his perſon /{tll continues to fill 
her ſituation with the greateſt propriety. 


Another young perſon, of reputable parents in the 
country, came to London, and went to ſervice, was 
| ſpeedily debauched, and in a few weeks came into the 
Lock Hoſpital : when the was diſcharged cured ſhe was 
admitted into the Aſylum : and her father being applied 
to willingly received her, and ſome months after ex- 


preſſed his entire ſatisfaction in her conduct, and his 
2} 'gratitude 
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gratitude to the charity in the ſtrongeſt terms; his 
diughter having (as he ſaid) taken care of his houſehold 
a-Fairs, ever fince her return, in the molt prudent and 
commendable manner; and had at that time a proſpect 
of being married and ſettled to advantage, and the com- 
plerion of his withes on her behalf. — Sbe has ſince been 
married as was expected. 


Another, who had been a proſtitute for a conſiderable 
time, was in the Lock Aſylum fo affected by witneſſing 
the death of one of the young women, that ſhe has ever 
ſince behaved with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs, and apparent 
piety ; ſhe has been in ſervice above half a year. — After 


contizuing above a year with credit in her place, ſbe married 
and iill bears a very good character. 


LADY-DAY, 1792. 


Upon a careful enquiry it is found that twenty of the 
young women, who have been received into the Lock 
Aſylum, are now in place, with their friends, or mar- 


— 


Tried. They all behave properly in their ſituations : and 


ſeveral of them have for two, three, and four years, 
given ſatisfactory evidence of true repentance. © Seven- 
teen more of thoſe, who were placed out, are ſuppoſed 
to be in ſervice, or otherwiſe honeſtly. employed, as we 
hear no charge brought againit them, though we cannot 
learn where they now live. 


LADY DAY, 1793. 


Since the laſt accounts were printed, a young woman, 


who had continued in-the Alylum above a year, and be- 
haved ſo well for the greateſt part of that time, as to 


gain the confidence of all concerned, was taken home 
by her parents; where ſhe almoſt immediately caught - 


ever 


— 


* 
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fever, of which ſhe died in a few days: but in that ſhort 


time her conduct and diſcourſe was ſo remarkably hum» 
ble, pious, and becoming, as exceedirgly to impreſs her 
relations, and all who had formerly known her : nor 
could any one doubt, but ſhe died a real enen diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt. 


Thoſe mentioned in the ſormer accounts continue to 
anſwer our expectations as far as we can diſcover; of 
ſome we have the fulleſt information. And one, not 
before particularly noticed, has lived three years in one 
family, and all along given ſatisfactory evidence, that ſhe 
is a ſincere peuitent She ſtill continues in the ſame 
place, and retains the good character before given her: 
ſo that when we compare the low courle of vice, in 
which ſhe had before lived for a conſiderable time, with 
her unblameable conduct for almoſt fix years in the Aſy- 
lum and in ſervice : we muſt conſider this as a remark- 


able caſe, and an encouraging proof of the ſalutary ten- 
dency of the inſtitution. 


LADY DAFT, “ 


It does not appear, upon the moſt exact enquiry, that 
any of the women, who were reported to behave well in 
their ſituations, have ſince diſappointed our hopes. It 
is alſo now known, that five have been married and live 
in credit, of whom only two have been mentioned. One, 
not before particularly noticed, has lived five years in a 


very creditable place; and others four or three years: 


concerning ſome of whom there is increaſing reaſon to 
hope that their abiding reformation reſults from religious 
principles. One young woman, who was very poorly 
qualified for ſervice, has by particular induſtry and good 


behaviour, been enabled to live above a year in one fas 
mily 


ER . 3 

: | ; ; -mily ; - /he fill continues to behave well, and 10 give ai. 
= i}. factory evidence of true Fepentance. 

Km | | During the laſt year, as well as that which, preceded, 
= 36 ſeveral have gone to ſervice, who continue to-behave 
4 | with propriety and to give ſatisfaction : Upon the ſtrict- 
FF : eſt enquiry we do not find, that any one, mentioned or 
= 1} alluded to with approbation in theſe annual accounts, 
S it has ſince given us occaſion to retract the commendation. 
þ Ft | | On the contrary ſome inſtances have occured, of ſuch as 
nad been numbered among our diſappointments, who 
11 now appear to have received durable advantage. 1 
1 : } One woman, in particular, who was admitted almoſt 
. 4 | aàdãs ſoon as the inſtitution was opened, and after a con- 
A | at fiderable time improperly left the houſe, has ever ſinee 
= lived by honeſt induſtry, without being at all ſuſpected. 
3 E of returning to her former courſe of life; and has for | 
I ſome time paſt given us conſiderable hopes, that ſhe is 
: | become a true penitent. 

1 Another, who left a place very improperly, is known 
1 | at preſent to earn her livelihood by a trade to which ſhe 
F | Was brought up, to make a very reputable appearance, 

= and to attend ſtatedly at a parochial chapel in the neigh- 
= boutrhood.— And one, who, after continuing ſome time 
1 in the houſe, was ſent to her pariſh in the country, being 

1 | ; incapable of any ſervice to be procured in town, and of 
I 1 needle-work through weakneſs of ſight, is ſince mar- 
: | ö i ried and lives very creditably. Other caſes of this kind 

s |: molt probably exiſt, though we are not yet acquainted 

| with them, 
| | An 


rus 1 

.inpartial and ſcrupulous regard to truth, however, 
enders it incumbent on us to allow, that many diſap- 
pointments continue to try our patience: but the inſti- 
tution appears with increaſing evidence to anſwer impor- 
tant purpoſes, and the proſpect of uſefulneſs grows more 
encouraging The ſucceſs is at leaſt adequate to the ſen- 
timent ſuggeſted in the original pamphlet If amid{t 
« reiterated diſappointments, we be ſucceſsful only in a 
* few inflances, and a very ſmall number be brought to true 
© repentance and a chriſtian converſation ; this will be 
an abundant compenſation'.— And as there is joy in 
e the preſence of the angels of God over one ſinner that 
4 repenteth ;” we have certainly cauſe for thankfulneſs, 
and encouragement to perſevere in an undertaking, which 
in all reſpects ſo exactly coincides with the genius and 
precepts of chriſtianity. 


A few women ſtill remain in the houſe, who have for 
ſome years given the moſt ſatisfactory proof of a true re- 
pentance. There poor ſtate of health renders them in- 
capable of laborious ſervice, and no proper ſituation has 
been found for them: but they are very induſtrious, and 
nearly maintain themſelves by ncedle-work; while they 
are in other reſpects eſſentially uſeful to the inſtitutions 
Their example, attention, and converſation, are well 
ſuited to direct and encourage the well diſpoſed, and to 
check or detect ſuch as are not : while they remedy in 
a great meaſure the inconvenience, ariling from the 
multiplied engagements of the Matron and her Aſſiſtant, 
which often render it abſolutely impoſſible for them to 
be always preſent with thoſe, who need inſpection and 


reſtraint. 
Many lives have likewſie been evidently preſerved by 


this inſtitution—for the emaciating diſeaſe cured in the 
| Lock 


[ 6 3 


/ Lock Hoſpital, and the regimen neceflary to erallicare i it, 
| when immediately ſucceeded by penury, profligacy, and 
| à total neglect of a ſhattered conſtitution; prematurely 
} Hurry numbers into the grave, by conſumptions, drop- 
| fies, and other diſeaſes.— But this Afylum, while it af- 
fords melanchely proof of the fact, counteracts the fa- 
tal effect, as far as relates to the ſmall number admitted 

into it: for, by a proper attention, diet, and medicine, 

feveral have been reſtored to health who muſt otherwiſe 

have died in a moſt deplorable manner, —[t may alſo be 

proper to add, that though we cannot be anſwerable for 

the conduct of the objects of this charity, either before 

they enter, or after they leave the houle ; yet the public -_ 
may be aſſured, that they are ſtrictly watched, and care- 

| fully inſpected, while they remain in it; and that in ge- 

neral their conduct is more regular, than could have 

been expected, when their previous habits, connections, 

and places of reſort are duly conſidered, 
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| Notwithſtanding the moſt exact frugality, the expen- 
ces of the charity are found rather greater, than it was 
at firit ſuppoſed. Most of the women come in entirely 
deſtitute, and cannot be rendered decent without being 
H - clothed throughout ; and when they go to feryice, they 
require to be furniſhed with every article of apparel, in 
that meaſure which may enable them to make a ſuitable 
a appearance. I he great advance alſo on every article ot 
'' Houſe-keeping adds conſiderably to the expencg. But 
| many plans are formed, to make every thing go- as far 
4 as poſſible ; conſiderable ſums are earned by 5 ork 
4 of which they never are in want: though it is grievous 
38 to obſerve that many of them are iacapable of doing it, 
without previous inſtruction like child; ea ; having 
either never been taught, or having forgotten what they 


* Had Jearnt through habits of igdoleace and diflipation. 
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The chaplain viſits the women at leaſt four tmic 
the week to give them inſtructions from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and to join with them in ſuitable prayers and 
ſupplications. — They attend alſo divine ſervice at the 
Lock Chapel three, and often four, times in the week: 
and after the moſt careful obſervations of their conduct, 
and enquiry into their improvement by inſtruction, five 
of thoſe who remain in the houſe or live in*the neigh- 
bourhood, have for ſome time been communicants at the 
Lord's Table; and continue to act conſiſtently with the 
profeſſion of chriſtianity, which is implied in attending 
that ſacred ordinance. 


Upon the whole, we may ſay with confidence, that 
every thing, of which the nature of the inſtitution ad- 
mits, is attempted with perſeverance, to render it ſuc- 
ceſsful: very few inſtances have occured, in which we 
have been under the painful neceflity of rejecting any 
one who applied for admiſſion; ſo that no deſtitute fe- 
male is now compelled by want, to return to licentious 
courſes; and when we have done all that is in our power 
to reſcue our fellow creatures from deſtruction, it forms 
a ground of ſatisfaction, whatever meaſure of ſucceſs 
may attend our endeayours. | 
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